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TEASER

INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

PHIL enters to find CLAIRE doing dishes with ALEX, HALEY 
reading magazines at the table, LUKE typing on his laptop. 

PHIL
Hey family, guess what I did!

LUKE
Finally shaved your back? 

PHIL
What?  No.  I got us in the Parade 
of Homes!

ALEX
The what?   

Phil reveals a HOUSING MAGAZINE, hands it to Alex. 

PHIL
Only the most prestigious realty 
event of the season!  I’ve been 
waiting years for this chance.  

CLAIRE
Oh, Phil, that’s great, but I wish 
we had discussed this first. 

PHIL
What’s wrong?  I thought you’d be 
thrilled. 

INSERT:  CLAIRE TALKING HEAD

CLAIRE
I would be if it wasn’t judged by 
my arch-rival from the PTA, Silvia 
Featherton.  She just couldn’t get 
over when I called her a big yellow 
bird, but she had it coming...  
That dress was atrocious. 

BACK TO SCENE. 

CLAIRE (CONT’D)
Oh, I am.  I am.  It’s just, do you 
really think we’re ready for this? 
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PHIL
Hey, the judging’s not till this 
evening.  We have plenty of time!

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - DEN - DAY

GLORIA enters to find JAY and MANNY stuck to the couch 
watching TV, surrounded by open bags of chips and cookies. 

GLORIA
Jay, I thought I told you to get up 
off that couch!  This is the third 
straight day you have been just 
lying there like a stuffed potato.  

JAY
Gloria, please.  That was the 
quarter-finals.  These are the semi-
finals! 

GLORIA
Look at yourself, you have become  
like a husband in a public service 
announcements for diabetic comas! 

MANNY
Lay off, mom.  The man has a right 
to go into a coma if he wants. 

JAY 
Thank you, Manny!  There, you see? 

They both reach for the bag of chips.  Gloria snatches it.

GLORIA
That’s it!  No more junk food in 
this house!

JAY
You can’t be serious!

GLORIA
You have a problem?  I’ll be in the 
kitchen! 

Gloria leaves with the chips.  Jay struggles to get up, but 
can’t move.  He gestures for Manny to go. 

MANNY
Hey, don’t look at me, coma-boy. 
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INT. TUCKER-PRICHETT HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

MITCH enters to find CAM looking through a photo-album. 

MITCH
Oh boy, is that the photo-album? 

CAM
Yeah, I was just thinking about all 
the crazy places we used to go. 

MITCH
(sits)

Oh, there were some good ones.  
What was this, our 3rd date? 

CAM
You don’t remember?  That’s the day 
we went to that waterfall.  When we 
first realized we might be in love? 

MITCH
Sure!  I remember!  I remember 
everything about that special day. 

INSERT:  MITCH TALKING HEAD 

MITCH
I remember nothing about that 
special day, except that Jack 
Daniels might have been there. 

BACK TO SCENE. 

LILY enters. 

LILY
Daddies, come see my new dance!

MITCH
In a minute, hon.  Daddies are 
reminiscing. 

CAM
Lily, how you would you like to go 
to a waterfall-lagoon? 

LILY
Yay!

Lily runs off.  Mitch gives Cam a SKEPTICAL GLANCE. 
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CAM
You just said you wanted to be more 
adventurous!

MITCH
I don’t know that I did. 

CAM
Come on, it will be fun!

MITCH
Okay.  You remember how to get 
there, right?

CAM
Please, I remember everything about 
that amazing date.

INSERT:  CAM TALKING HEAD

CAM
I remember nothing about that 
amazing date, except that maybe 
Johnny Walker came along. 

BACK TO SCENE. 

MITCH
Me too!  In fact, I remember it so 
well, maybe we don’t need to go 
back, after all. 

CAM
Maybe...  That’s for the best. 

Lily runs back in, wearing her BATHING SUIT and WATER WINGS. 

LILY
Waterfall!  Waterfall!

CAM
I’ll pack the car. 

MITCH
I’ll get the sunscreen.  

SMASH TO:

OPENING SEQUENCE

END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - CONTINUOUS - DAY

Claire and the kids follow Phil as he inspects the house. 

PHIL
Okay, we’ll need a centerpiece 
here, more pictures on this wall, 
and do we have any scented candles? 

HALEY
I don’t want to be in some dumb 
parade. 

ALEX
You sure?  They might take your 
picture. 

HALEY
(brightens up)

Oh, really?

LUKE
Can we have fireworks? 

PHIL
That might be a bit over the top.  
The key is to seem amazing without 
looking like you’re trying. 

CLAIRE
Oh, you’re great at that. 

This startles Phil. 

PHIL
Kids, give us a minute.  Go collect 
all the good test scores you can 
find and put them on the fridge!

HALEY
That won’t take long!

The kids run off. 

PHIL
(to Claire)

I know that tone.  What’s the 
matter?
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CLAIRE
Phil, you did this without even 
asking me!  Have you considered 
that I might not want to show off 
our home to a bunch of strangers?

PHIL
Claire, they’re not strangers.  
They’re our neighbors! 

CLAIRE
Oh, that’s so much better. 

PHIL
Look, I would have asked first but 
this is really important for my 
job.  When you’re invited to join 
the neighborhood elites, how do you 
say no? 

CLAIRE
N-O.  It’s two letters. 

PHIL
Please, Claire.  Just think of how 
jealous everyone will be when we 
win! 

CLAIRE
You mean how excited they will be 
to rip us apart?  That panel is 
nothing but snooty PTA moms who 
I’ve insulted one too many times at 
their silly meetings.  

PHIL
Please, I’m sure they don’t hold a 
grudge. 

CLAIRE
You sure?  We’re talking about the 
woman who still reminds me about my 
bad hair-day ten years later! 

PHIL
(hugs Claire)

Look, it will be fine.  It’s not 
like our house is so un-cleanable 
that we’d have to drop out or 
something. 

Claire’s eyes widen. 
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INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Jay searches all the cabinets, finding them mostly bare.  He 
opens the fridge, pulls out a bag of baby CARROTS and a jar 
of OLIVES, is disgusted by them.  Gloria enters. 

GLORIA
Oh, are you done with your semi-
finals? 

JAY
It’s commercial.  What happened to 
the snacks? 

GLORIA
All gone!  This is a beginning of a 
whole new life for us! 

Jay slams what he’s holding down on the counter. 

JAY
With this rabbit food?  Come on, 
Gloria, be reasonable! 

GLORIA
Okay, either you start regular 
exercise or you eat the food for 
rabbits.  It’s your choice. 

JAY
What are you talking about?  I play 
golf every Sunday! 

Gloria SCOFFS, exits.  Manny enters. 

MANNY
Tough break, Jay.  I guess it’s 
just salads and tofu from here out. 

JAY
Not a chance.  Gloria never throws 
anything away, she’s from Columbia.  
She’s trained to survive famine!

MANNY
I guess that’s true. 

JAY
I’m telling you, my jelly-bellies 
are still here somewhere, we just 
need to time to search. 
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EXT. TUCKER-PRICHETT HOUSE - DRIVEWAY - DAY

Mitchell enters to find Cam stuffing beach equipment into the 
trunk: a cooler, a blow-up raft, a big umbrella.  

MITCH
How’s it coming? 

CAM
Almost ready!  Just need to grab 
the camera. 

MITCH
Hey, could I ask, what brought this 
on, all of a sudden?

CAM
What do you mean?  Is it a crime to 
want a nice family outing a 
waterfall-lagoon? 

Lily runs past them, into the yard, YELLING. 

LILY
Yay!!

MITCH
No.  Just, why now? 

CAM
I guess I’ve just been thinking 
about who we were lately.  We used 
to go so many places.  I’m worried 
Lily won’t be well-traveled. 

MITCH
Well, she traveled half-way around 
the world before she was one, so I 
don’t envision that being a 
problem.  And as for us, we’re 
still just as adventurous.  We just 
have our adventures at home, now. 

CAM
It’s not the same, Mitchell.  Now 
let’s get going.  I’m expecting a 
line-by-line recitation of exactly 
what you said to me beneath that 
waterfall. 

MITCH
Oh, wonderful. 
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INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Phil finishes painting new window-moulding and steps back to 
admire the room, which has become overtly fancy, complete 
with lit purple candles.  

PHIL
That ought to do it.  Nothing says 
“great home owner” like decorative 
window moulding. 

Claire enters with the kids.  Haley is in HEAVY MAKE-UP.  

ALEX
Dad, Luke won’t clean his room. 

LUKE
I’m preserving it, like a museum! 

HALEY
You just better not mess up my 
photo-shoot. 

CLAIRE
Phil, I hate to say this, but you 
may have bitten off more than we 
can chew. 

Phil’s phone BEEPS.  He checks his texts. 

PHIL
Darn, Mrs. MacGooney is having 
second thoughts about the deal 
again.  I got to go take care of 
this.  Claire, you have the helm! 

Phil exits. 

INSERT:  CLAIRE TALKING HEAD

CLAIRE
Finally, a chance to put my plan 
into motion. 

BACK TO SCENE. 

CLAIRE
Okay, Haley I want you to go mow 
the lawn. 

HALEY
What? 
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CLAIRE
Luke, you work on making the 
kitchen beautiful. 

LUKE
On it. 

CLAIRE
Alex, you rearrange the living 
room. 

ALEX
Um, okay? 

INSERT:  CLAIRE TALKING HEAD 

CLAIRE
I’ll simply give each kid the task 
they’re least suited for.  Then, 
when they inevitably screw it up, 
we’ll have no choice but to 
forfeit.  It’s fool-proof. 

EXT. DUNPHY HOUSE - YARD 

Claire watches from the window, in horror, as Haley mows down 
the garden. 

INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - KITCHEN 

Luke makes a food-volcano on the table, breaks eggs into it. 

LUKE
Yes, more lava for the Volcano God! 

INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM

Alex struggles to move the heavy TV table.  The TV falls to 
the ground and shatters. 

INSERT:  CLAIRE TALKING HEAD

CLAIRE
Maybe a little too fool-proof. 

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - DEN - DAY

Jay enters from the basement with a BRO-FLEX HOME GYM box. 
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GLORIA
Is that the horrible machine we got 
at the Christmas party from the 
people we invited by accident? 

JAY
It sure is.  I think it’s finally 
time to bust this baby out. 

GLORIA
Jay, that is wonderful to hear!

JAY
Anything for you, Hon.  It’s just, 
do you think you could set it up? 

GLORIA
Why should I do it? 

JAY
Because, my eyes are bad, and I 
can’t read that tiny type on the 
instructions. 

Gloria grabs the box and is surprised by its weight. 

GLORIA
Fine, I will set up the 
monstrosity, but I want to see you 
on it everyday! 

JAY
Cross my heart. 

Gloria struggles to walk downstairs with the box.  Manny 
enters with a “Sherlock Holmes” hat and pipe. 

MANNY
So, what now, Watson? 

JAY
Now, we sleuth!  I hope you’ve got 
a magnifying glass to go with that 
get-up. 

MANNY
(reveals magnifying glass)

Indubitably! 

INT/EXT. MITCHEL’S CAR - CALIFORNIA HIGH ROADS - DAY

Mitch and Cam drive in stony silence.  Lily is in her car-
seat behind them. 
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MITCH
Maybe we should just ask somebody. 

CAM
I know where I’m going!  I just 
don’t know the address.  I’m like a 
mother sea turtle, following 
ancient instincts back to her 
native beach to lay her eggs. 

MITCH
I’m going to lay an egg in a second 
if we don’t pull over. 

CAM
I remember now!  It’s this way!

The car screeches off onto a tiny dirt road.  They cough as 
dirt and dust fill the car. 

MITCH
We’re really adventuring now! 

INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

Claire runs through the house, trying to undo the damage. 

CLAIRE
No, Alex, it’s okay, just get the 
broom!  Haley, go to gardening 
store and get new flowers! 

She enters the kitchen and sees the horrifying mess. 

CLAIRE (CONT’D)
Oh.  My God. 

LUKE
You like it?  It’s modern art.  I 
call it a symphony in oatmeal. 

CLAIRE
We have got to clean this up before 
your father comes home! 

Phil enters. 

PHIL
I’m home! 

(sees the mess)
Oh Lord, what happened? 
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LUKE
Mom told me to be creative. 

PHIL
Claire, is that true? 

CLAIRE
I may have given the kids more... 
Licence than usual. 

The smoke detector goes off.  Everyone runs into the living 
room to find Alex next to burning curtains. 

ALEX
Sorry!  I knocked over the candles!  

PHIL
Oh God, the moulding!  Save the 
moulding! 

Claire grabs the fire-extinguisher, sprays foam all over the 
room and Phil.  

Phil wipes it off his face and stares at the ruined room.  
Claire gives a weak smile. 

CLAIRE
That will come right out.

PHIL
I think we’re going to need another 
home. 

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Claire, Luke, Haley, and Alex watch as Phil tries to piece 
the living room back together, but it looks terrible. 

CLAIRE
Just forget it, honey.  It’s over.

LUKE
Yeah Dad, this place looks like an 
elephant got loose. 

ALEX
Well, you would know, circus-boy. 

LUKE
Hey, carnival work is a noble 
profession. 

HALEY
Shut-up, you two, and start 
helping.  I am not letting this 
make-over go to waste. 

PHIL
No, your mother’s right, dear.  
There’s no way we’ll be ready in 
time. 

HALEY
Urgh!  The one time I actually try 
to clean! 

Haley marches off. 

ALEX
(to Haley)

Why don’t you just enter the parade 
of skanks? 

CLAIRE
Alex!

LUKE
They have that? 

CLAIRE
Luke!
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CLAIRE (CONT’D)
Guess there’s nothing left to do 
but call the judges and tell them 
we’re dropping out.

PHIL
Dropping out?  Oh no, this is not 
over yet! 

CLAIRE
Excuse me, what?  

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - BASEMENT - DAY

Gloria sits in the middle of the floor, surrounded by pieces 
of the BRO-FLEX home gym.  She holds the crinkled 
instructions to the light and rotates them, flips them over.  

GLORIA
How can the Spanish be more 
confusing than the English?  

She crumples the instructions and throws them away, tries to 
connect two pieces that clearly don’t go together. 

GLORIA (CONT’D)
Why won’t you fit?  You two were 
made for each other. 

Enraged, she bangs the pieces on the floor. 

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - BASEMENT DOOR - SAME

Jay and Manny listen to Gloria’s yelling from the top of the 
stairs. 

JAY
Good, she’ll be doing that for a 
while.  Now’s our chance! 

MANNY
Let our merry quest begin! 

JAY
Don’t ever say that again. 

INT/EXT.  MITCHELL’S CAR - DAY

Cam and Mitch drive down a deserted mountain road.  Mitch 
talks on his cell-phone. 
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MITCH
I’m sorry, Phil, there’s no way I’m 
getting involved with Claire’s war 
against the PTA.  Not after last 
time.  No, it’s okay.  Good luck! 

He hangs up. 

CAM
What was that about?

MITCH
Oh, Phil wanted to use our house 
for the Parade of Homes. 

CAM
And you said no?!  It’s been our 
dream to win that contest! 

MITCH
And we will someday, when they 
actually invite us.  

CAM
True, it would be great to finally 
out-class those snooty PTA moms. 

MITCH
You’re just mad they didn’t like 
your “Cam-riffic salad”, last week.

CAM
I knew I should have gone with “Cam-
tacular.”

LILY
Are we there yet? 

CAM
No, honey.  How about we sing 
wheels on the bus again? 

(singing)
The wheels on the bus--

LILY
Are we lost? 

CAM/MITCH
No. / Maybe.

CAM
Mitchell!
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MITCH
What?  It’s an important life 
lesson.  Everyone makes mistakes. 

CAM
This isn’t a mistake.  We’re right 
on course.

MITCH
Give it a rest, Cam.  If we turn 
back now we can still have the rest 
of the afternoon. 

CAM
It hurts me so much that you don’t 
want to relive our special date. 

MITCH
Well, if you want to relive it so 
much, why don’t you tell me more 
about what we did? 

CAM
Oh you know what we did, Mitchell. 

MITCH
Sure, I do.  Do you? 

CAM
Of course. 

Awkward beat. 

LILY
(singing)

The wheels on the bus--

CAM/MITCH
Quiet! 

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - DAY

Jay opens the closet, rummages inside with a flashlight. 

MANNY
My parent’s closet.  Something no 
child should ever see. 

JAY
Suck it up and get searching.  
Those nutter-butters are in here, I 
can smell it. 
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MANNY
I think that’s the smell of expired 
moth balls. 

A panel comes off the back, revealing dry-wall. 

JAY
Eureka! 

Jay crawls into the hole. 

MANNY
Are you sure that’s a good idea? 

JAY
This is exactly where Gloria would 
hide something.  She probably 
thinks I’m too big to fit, but she 
once again underestimated my 
extraordinary flexibility.  

Jay goes in further until he disappears from sight. 

MANNY
Hey, Mr. Flexible!  Are you okay? 

JAY (O.S.)
I’m stuck!

Manny reaches into the wall and pulls on Jay. 

MANNY
I think the word is clogged. 

JAY (O.S.)
Put down the thesaurus and go get 
some margarine to slide me out of 
here!

MANNY
Mom hid it, remember? 

JAY
Then go buy some!  

MANNY
Okay, I’ll take my bike.  We’ll 
probably need a whole bucket! 

Manny exits. 

JAY (O.S.)
Manny, wait!  Manny?  Hello?  
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The phone rings. 

INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Phil is on the phone next to Claire. 

PHIL
(to phone)

Hello, Jay?  I just wanted to ask 
if I can use your house for the 
parade of homes? 

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - INTERCUT

Phil’s voice mail plays from the bedside phone.  Jay pounds 
on the wall. 

JAY (O.S.)
No!

END INTERCUT. 

PHIL
(into phone)

I know you won’t mind, it will be 
great publicity for us.  So, you’re 
okay with it, then?  Great!  Bye. 

Phil hangs up. 

CLAIRE
He’s not okay with it, is he? 

PHIL
Claire, please.  Jay wouldn’t 
refuse his own son-in-law in his 
hour of need!  

CLAIRE
You realize you’re talking about 
the man who wouldn’t lend you a 
dollop of toothpaste to teach you a 
lesson about packing responsibly. 

PHIL
Claire, let go of the past.  It’s 
time to look to the glorious 
future, where the Dunphy family is 
on the cover of Home and Garden!
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CLAIRE
Yeah, but at my Dad’s house!

PHIL
That’s just a minor detail.  I’ll 
call the committee and tell them we 
accidentally gave the wrong 
address.  You get the kids ready.

INSERT:  CLAIRE TALKING HEAD

CLAIRE
And that’s when I realized, Phil 
was determined to make this happen 
no matter what.  So I did the only 
thing I could do: bite the bullet 
and go for broke. 

BACK TO SCENE. 

Claire yells up the stairs. 

CLAIRE
Kids, put your best suits on.  
We’re going to break into your 
Grandpa’s house. 

Luke appears at the top of the stairs. 

LUKE
Yes!  I’ll grab my spy gear. 

INSERT:  CLAIRE TALKING HEAD

CLAIRE
I mean, what are the odds we 
destroy two houses in one day?

There is a crash from behind Claire.  She ignores it. 

LUKE (O.S.)
Mom!

Claire gives a nervous smile. 

INT/EXT.  MITCHELL’S CAR - DAY

Mitch and Cam continue driving on the same road. 
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MITCH
We’re going in circles!

CAM
Are not! 

MITCH
I know we passed that tree before. 

CAM
Mitchell, it’s a tree.  They all 
look the same. 

MITCH
Look, I admire your commitment but 
this has gone on long enough. 

CAM
Fine!

Cam pulls over. 

CAM (CONT’D)
How about you drive, then?  Since 
you’re the expert navigator!

MITCH
Oh, I don’t know.  I’m not great at 
off-road terrain. 

CAM
I see.  Then back to the circles we 
go. 

MITCH
Wait!  I’m getting out. 

INSERT:  MITCH TALKING HEAD 

MITCH
This was spinning out of control.  
Lily’s was getting restless and Cam 
was in a full denial spiral.  The 
only thing that could make it worse 
was if we actually got lost. 

BACK TO SCENE. 

Mitch pulls off onto an even smaller road.  Mud splashes the 
sides and bugs pile up on the windshield. 
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LILY
I’m scared. 

CAM
Don’t worry, honey.  Your daddy 
knows exactly where he’s going, 
right dear?  

Mitch fixates on the road with a horrified expression.  He 
checks his phone’s MAP APP.  It reads “NO SERVICE”. 

INSERT:  MITCH TALKING HEAD 

MITCH
I just had to say it, didn’t I?

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - DAY

Phil jimmies the front door open with a credit card.  Claire, 
Haley, Alex, and Luke enter behind him, with bags. 

PHIL
Here we are:  The new Dunphy manor! 

Phil takes a picture of Jay, Manny, and Gloria off the mantle 
and replaces it with one of the Dunphys. 

LUKE
Can we live here forever? 

CLAIRE
What’s wrong with our house, Luke?

LUKE
It’s dirty. 

CLAIRE
I’m sure this house gets dirty too. 

LUKE
Not when Gloria cleans it.  She’s 
perfect. 

Claire seethes. 

HALEY
Can I have the master bedroom? 

PHIL
Kids, we’re not taking over!  We’re 
just squatting through the contest. 
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The sound of Jay’s thumping is heard from above. 

ALEX
What was that? 

PHIL
Probably nothing.  Now, everyone 
start decorating! 

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - THE WALLS - DAY

Jay struggles to free himself from between two support beams. 

JAY
What is taking that kid? 

CUT AWAY:  INT. GROCERY STORE - DAY

Manny holds a stick of BUTTER and a container of “I CAN’T 
BELIEVE IT’S NOT BUTTER”, torn between the decision. 

BACK TO SCENE. 

Jay pries himself free, falls forward.  He tries to go back 
the way he came, but can’t fit.  He turns on his flashlight, 
looks ahead into the darkness of the world between the walls. 

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - DAY

The doorbell rings. 

PHIL
Oh God, they’re early!  Come on, 
everyone!

Claire, Haley, Alex, and Luke line-up by the door, trying to 
look presentable.  Phil opens the door. 

PHIL (CONT’D)
Now everybody, just look natural! 

Luke trips on the magazine holder, falls.  Haley trips on 
him, falls too.  Alex laughs.  Phil looks mortified. 

CLAIRE
Hello, welcome to our home! 

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - FOYER - DAY

Phil, Claire, Luke, Haley, and Alex try to look presentable 
as SILVIA FEATHERTON (44) enters, followed by MILDRED (53) 
and AGNUS (65), holding note pads. 

CLAIRE
Silvia!  Come in, come in. 

SILVIA
Hello, Claire.  Phil. 

PHIL
Greetings, ladies.  Shall we begin 
the tour? 

HALEY
(to Alex)

Oh my God, that’s my old history 
teacher. 

MILDRED
Haley!  Shouldn’t you be studying? 

HALEY
I’m not in your class anymore, Mrs. 
Schoobert. 

MILDRED
The class of life never ends, young 
lady. 

AGNUS
What is that scent?  Smells like...  
Cheese-doodles and nutter-butters. 

MILDRED
Oh, this color scheme is blinding!  
Where are my sunglasses? 

PHIL
(whisper to Claire)

I think it’s going well so far. 

EXT. DIRTY ROAD - DAY

Mitch and Cam inspect their flat tire. 

CAM
Perfect.  Great driving, Mitchell. 
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MITCH
Don’t blame me if the road got bad.  

CAM
Well I’m not the one who claimed to 
know a short cut. 

MITCH
But, you are the one who traded our 
spare tire for a half dozen hanging 
petunia bushes. 

CAM
Hey, they really bring the yard 
together! 

MITCH
This trip is over.  I’m calling a 
tow truck.  

CAM 
(tearing)

Fine.  Then, I’m calling my 
therapist. 

MITCH
Oh great, here comes the water 
works. 

CAM
No, Mitchell.  The water works are 
exactly where we’re not going! 

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

Phil and Claire lead the procession into the kitchen. 

CLAIRE
And this is the kitchen. 

PHIL
Or as Claire calls it, her office. 
Hey-oh!  

Phil goes for a hi-five from Silvia, but is left hanging. 

PHIL (CONT’D)
What?  No?

SILVIA
There’s so little food here for 
such a big family.  
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LUKE
That’s okay.  We’ve learned to live 
with less. 

ALEX
Like Ugandan children. 

HALEY
Yeah, like the “Erg-andas”. 

MILDRED
You have learned nothing! 

AGNUS
Doesn’t bother me.  Anything with 
high-cholesterol is bad for my 
heart. 

SILVIA
You know, it is rather odd that you 
“accidentally” gave us the wrong 
address to your own house. 

CLAIRE
Oh, Phil’s always doing stupid 
stuff like that. 

PHIL
It’s true, sometimes I’m a regular 
air-head. 

(nervous laughter)
But no, we’ve lived here ten 
wonderful years.  This is 
definitely our house. 

JAY (O.S.)
Agh!  God-damn it! 

AGNUS
What was that? 

PHIL
Just some rusty pipes.  Come on, 
let’s see the next room.

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - THE WALLS - CONTINUOUS

Jay works his way through a narrow corridor.  A MOUSE runs 
under his feet, making him jump 

JAY
Ah!  What’s this?  A mouse?  We 
don’t have mice! 
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He turns the corner to see a whole brood of MICE. 

JAY (CONT’D)
I stand corrected.  Nice rodents.  
Easy now.

Jay backs up slowly, trips and falls backwards through dry-
wall. 

JAY (CONT’D)
Whoa! 

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - BASEMENT - SAME

Gloria is almost done setting up the home-gym, when it falls 
over and pieces break off.  Enraged, she beats the half-
finished structure with one of its metal pipes.  

GLORIA
[RAPID SPANISH CURSING] 

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - DAY

The judges are startled by the combination of Jay and 
Gloria’s yelling/banging coming from nowhere. 

SILVIA
What is that? 

PHIL
Oh, just the walls talking to each 
other.  You know how much 
personality these old homes have. 

LUKE
Or, it might be the ghost of the 
Stabbing Slasher, whose spirit is 
said to still haunt these very 
halls!

SILVIA
That right? 

PHIL
Um, sure!  This house is very 
historical. 

SILVIA
Phil, you do know that “themed” 
presentations are strictly against 
the rules, right?  
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PHIL
Of course!  Actually, I was just 
kidding.  This house isn’t 
historical whatsoever. 

HALEY
Yep!  No history at all!

MILDRED
Young lady, you wipe off that 
gallon of make-up. 

HALEY
We’re not in school, you crazy bat! 

CLAIRE
Haley!

Haley runs off. 

CLAIRE (CONT’D)
Sorry, she’s been under a lot of 
stress lately. 

Silvia writes rapidly in her note book.  Phil and Claire 
glance at each other.  

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - THE WALLS - DAY

Jay hangs upside-down with his foot stuck between two pipes.  
He pushes himself off the wall and swings.

JAY
Hello?  Manny?  Gloria!  I’m too 
old for this! 

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - BASEMENT - SAME

Gloria picks up the tangled machine.

GLORIA
Alright, Mr. Machine, you are going 
straight to the garbage. 

She gets herself tangled in the wires and can’t get out. 

GLORIA (CONT’D)
Release me, you stupid contraption!

She spins around the basement, a hanging SHEET falls on her 
from a clothesline.  She is unable to remove it, so begins 
laboriously climbing the stairs. 
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INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - SAME

Jay’s pounding on the wall grows louder. 

SILVIA
What is that dreadful racket? 

LUKE
I told you - the ghost of the 
Mundane Murderer!

ALEX
I thought it was the Stabbing 
Slasher?

LUKE
Just let me have this, okay? 

Haley enters with her college transcript. 

HALEY
Look at this, Mrs. Schoobert.  
Before I was expelled I was totally 
passing college history. 

MILDRED
You remind me of a son I once had. 

INT/EXT. DIRTY ROAD - TOW TRUCK - DAY

Mitch, Cam, and Lily ride in the back seat of a tow-truck.  
FRED, the red-neck driver, tries not to judge them. 

LILY
Does this mean no more waterfall? 

CAM
We’ll still find it, sweetie. 

MITCH
Ugh, enough with the false hope 
already!  I don’t even want to go 
anymore. 

CAM
What?  Why?

MITCH
Because I barely remember that 
date, okay. 

CAM
Mitchell...
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MITCH
I’m sorry.  Please, don’t cry 
again.

CAM
Even if it’s tears of joy?  Oh, 
honey, I barely remember either!

MITCH
You don’t? 

CAM
Nope!  Only that we were crazy 
drunk. 

LILY
What’s drunk? 

MITCH
But, you said that’s when we fell 
in love? 

CAM
Honey, that night was a lot of fun, 
but it was getting through the hang-
over the next day that made me 
first think we could spend our 
lives together. 

MITCH
You mean, what you really wanted to 
re-live was the morning after? 

CAM
I guess. 

MITCH
That is so sweet.  That’s what I 
remember most too.  In fact, today 
was a lot like that. 

CAM
You think so?

MITCH
Sure!  The arguing, the confusion.  
It was just like old times. 

CAM
Oh Mitchell, I love you!

MITCH
I love you too Cam! 
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Mitch and Cam hug. 

LILY
Drunk Waterfall!  Drunk Waterfall!

FRED
They don’t pay me enough for this. 

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - DINING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Silvia has found a picture of Jay, Manny, and Gloria. 

SILVIA
And who are they? 

PHIL
Oh, that’s Claire’s father and his 
family. 

SILVIA
And why are they standing in front 
of your house with a caption that 
says “Home Sweet Home”?

CLAIRE
For irony? 

SILVIA
I see what you’re trying to do 
here, Claire, and it won’t work.  
Just accept that you’ll never be 
one of us.  Your silly deceptions 
are pathetic.  We know this place 
is too nice for your ruffians--

LUKE
Hey! 

SILVIA
--And trying to convince us it’s 
“haunted” was the most absurd 
tactic of all.  Come on, ladies, 
we’re leaving. 

The judges all head for the door. 

PHIL
Wait, come on!  Just give us a 
second chance.  I promise, no more 
surprises.  

Jay smashes through the top of the wall, hanging upsidedown, 
covered in white dust. 
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JAY
(SCREAM)

SILVIA/AGNUS/MILDRED
(SCREAM)

The judges run from the room and right into Gloria emerging 
from the basement, looking like a monster under the sheet. 

GLORIA 
(SPANISH CURSING)

SILVIA/MILDRED/AGNUS
(SCREAM)

Luke flickers the lights, smiling. 

AGNUS
This place is haunted!

Agnus runs to the front door and opens it to find Manny 
standing with twenty tubs of BUTTER stacked in his arms. 

AGNUS (CONT’D)
No, high cholesterol!  I always 
knew it’d get me. 

Agnus clutches her heart, passes out. 

SILVIA
Agnus! 

Phil drops to his knees beside her.

PHIL
Oh God, we’ve killed Agnus.  Nooo!

INSERT:  PHIL AND CLAIRE TALKING HEAD

PHIL 
She was fine.  Apparently, she 
passes out at least twice a day. 

CLAIRE
Phil...

PHIL
Alright, we had to call an 
ambulance.  It was convenient 
actually, cause the fire-department 
had to come too to save Jay from 
the wall. 
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CLAIRE
And cut Gloria out of the Bro-Flex 
with the jaws of life. 

PHIL
Regardless, we all learned a 
valuable lesson...

ENDING MONTAGE:

INT. PRICHETT HOUSE - DAY

While carpenters fix the hole in the wall, Gloria opens the 
DISH WASHER to reveal the hidden junk food to Jay and Manny. 

PHIL (V.O.)
Sometimes it seems like deception 
is the best way...

Smiling, they all dig in into the food. 

EXT. DIRTY GAS STATION - DAY

Cam and Mitch spray Lily with a hose as she plays in a kiddie 
pool.  They are all having a lot of fun.  Fred looks on from 
the window, disapproving. 

PHIL (V.O.)
...And we trick ourselves into 
thinking our lies will never catch 
up with us... 

INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Alex and Luke watch the TV, which now has a big crack in it.  
Haley holds up a history book, but is really touching up her 
make-up in a personal MIRROR, hidden inside it.   

PHIL (V.O.)
..Even though we know honesty is 
always the best policy. 

EXT. PRICHETT HOUSE - YARD - DAY

A crowd gathers around the broken BRO-FLEX machine with the 
sheet over it in the yard next to a sign that reads: 
“HISTORICAL HOME OF THE STABBING SLASHER”, taking pictures. 
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PHIL (V.O.)
Because in the end, the truth will 
always be rewarded... 

BACK TO TALKING-HEAD. 

Phil holds up a tiny trophy that reads “MOST UNUSUAL HOME”. 

PHIL
...With a trophy. 

CLAIRE
You do know that’s the gag-prize, 
right? 

PHIL
Well, better luck next year. 

Claire does a face-palm. 

END OF ACT THREE
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TAG

EXT. DIRTY GAS STATION - DAY

Fred drives Mitchell’s car over to where the family is still 
playing in the kiddie pool. 

FRED
She’s all fixed, partners. 

Mitchell takes out his wallet and pays Fred. 

MITCH
Thank you so much, keep the change. 

FRED
Ya’ll take care now. 

CAM
Come on, Lily.  Time to go!

LILY
I want to stay!

MITCH
Honey, we can always do the 
waterfall-lagoon in our backyard. 

LILY
Then why’d we come all the way out 
here?

MITCH
(to Cam)

That is a great question. 

They all get in the car, pull out onto the road. 

CAM (O.S.)
I still wonder where the real 
waterfall-lagoon was? 

MITCH (O.S.)
Who’s to say?  Maybe, it never 
really existed at all. 

As the car drives down the road, it passes a large sign with 
a beautiful picture and arrow that reads “WATERFALL-LAGOON, 
.5 MILES”.

END OF EPISODE
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