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ACT ONE

INT. BOB’S BURGERS - DINING ROOM - DAY

Tina places a NORMAL-LOOKING BURGER on the counter as Bob, 
Linda, Gene, and Louise gather around.

TINA
I call it the “Catch-Up” Burger.  
Comes with Ketchup. 

LINDA
Great job, Tina!  Very creative. 

BOB
I don’t know, don’t burgers already 
come with ketchup...?

GENE
Stop stifling her creative spirit! 

LOUISE
Yeah, don’t stifle her, dad! 

BOB
Tina, this is your big chance to 
make the burger of the day.  You 
should put some effort in.  I mean, 
look at what I did yesterday-

He gestures to the chalkboard that reads: “THE BRIE YOURSELF 
BURGER, (COMES WITH BRIE)”. 

BOB (CONT’D)
Now, that’s creative and delicious. 

GENE
And bad for your bowels!

TINA
Yeah, I’ll never think of something 
that good.  Guess, it’s best if I 
never try again.  Well, got to run.  
I heard Jimmy Junior is buying new 
pants this afternoon, and I can’t 
miss that. 

BOB
Hold on there, Tina, let’s not 
throw in the towel just yet. 

LOUISE
Throw it in!
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GENE
Can’t you see she needs to go watch 
boys squeeze into tight denim 
bottoms?  

TINA
Mmm...  Denim bottoms. 

LOUISE
Man, I really am not looking 
forward to puberty. 

BOB
Maybe we can at least do some 
brainstorming together, later...

TINA
Dad, creative cooking is your 
thing.  I’m just plain old Tina, 
the grill cook.  

BOB
That’s why I think you’re ready for 
more responsibility!  Like, maybe 
you come up with one burger of the 
day per week?  

GENE
What is this, “The Jungle”? 

LOUISE
Better ask for a raise, “Teen”. 

TINA
Sorry, Dad, but the only buns I 
care about right now are the ones 
about to be shoved inside sweet 
satin-y corduroy. 

Tina runs out. 

BOB
Well, it was worth a shot. 

LINDA
Don’t feel bad, Bobby.  She’s 
growing up. 

BOB
I know, but I was hoping maybe 
she’d grow into the type of chef 
who’ll run this place someday.  
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LOUISE
What are we, chopped liver? 

GENE
Yeah, we can come up with burgers 
of the day, too.  The fart in your 
pants burger!  Comes with farts!

LOUISE
Or the bloody murder burger.  Comes 
with real blood!

BOB
I’d rather have the Ketchup Burger.  

EXT. WAGSTAFF PUBLIC SCHOOL - DAY - ESTABLISHING

INSERT TEXT: “THE NEXT DAY”

INT. WAGSTAFF PUBLIC SCHOOL - AUDITORIUM - SAME

STUDENTS file in for an assembly.  Tina, Tammy, and Jocelyn 
sit behind Zeke and Jimmy Junior, who scratches NEW PANTS. 

JIMMY JUNIOR
Damn, these pants are too tight. 

ZEKE
Tried to warn you, J-Man.  Khakis 
are the crotch-liner’s curse. 

TINA
(to Tammy and Jocelyn)

How many pants did he try on?

JOCELYN
Three, plus a pair of shorts. 

TINA
(GROANS)  I can’t believe I missed 
it.  Why did you send me to the 
wrong mall? 

TAMMY
Because, we can’t have you bringing 
us down all the time, Tina!

TINA
(GROANS)

TAMMY
Exactly. 
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The lights dim as MR. FROND walks on stage. 

MR. FROND
Hello, students!  I am so happy to 
announce an amazing opportunity for 
all our aspiring young home cooks! 

ZEKE
Hey, I’m a home cook.  They call me 
“The Samurai Sizzler”.  Hoo-Waw!

Zeke jumps up, flails an IMAGINARY SWORD. 

MR. FROND
Allow me to introduce a titan of 
the food industry, the one and 
only, Gorvin Shellington! 

In a DISPLAY OF LIGHTS AND MUSIC, CHEF GORVIN SHELLINGTON 
(40), a gorgeous hunk with condescending British voice (think 
cross between Gordon Ramsey and Simon Cowell), jogs out.  

GORVIN
Hello, Wagstaff!  Who’s ready to 
feel the heat!?  

JIMMY JUNIOR
Oh My God, it’s Gorvin Shellington! 

ZEKE
Who?

JIMMY JUNIOR
Just the greatest gourmet chef, 
ever. 

GORVIN
I’ll be selecting two lucky 
students to compete in my reality 
cooking competition, “Who Wants to 
Be a Chef-illionaire?”  

Jimmy Junior jumps out of his seat, waving his hands. 

JIMMY JUNIOR
Oh, oh, pick me!  Please!

ZEKE
Me too!  Pick Samurai Zeke.  
Hoorah! 

TINA
Wow, Jimmy Junior really wants 
this...
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GORVIN
The winner will receive an 
amazingly scrumptious, life-
changing, dining experience at my 
Three-Michelin star restaurant for 
you and the guest of your choice.

TINA
The guest of my choice...

INSERT: TINA DREAM SEQUENCE 

Tina and Jimmy Junior sit across from each other in a 
beautiful RESTAURANT.  They suck a spaghetti strand towards 
each other until they kiss and float up through the ceiling, 
into the sky, spinning in kaleidoscope colors, as SINGING 
FOOD circles them and they feel each others butts.  

BACK TO SCENE. 

Tina jumps up, as well. 

TINA
Pick me too, Gorvin!

TAMMY
A meal for two at Gorvin’s 
Restaurant?  Jocelyn, do you know 
what this means? 

JOCELYN
That we don’t have to tip?

TAMMY
Yes, and that you and I can finally 
be treated like the royalty we are. 

Tammy and Jocelyn leap up as well, join in the chorus of 
students jumping and waving. 

MR. FROND 
Alright kids, settle down.  You’ll 
all have the chance to compete 
tomorrow after your parents sign 
these film release waivers. 

STING!  CLOSE-UP on TINA. 

INT. BELCHER APARTMENT - KITCHEN - NIGHT

Bob reads the WAIVER as Tina looks over his shoulder.  Linda 
does dishes behind them. 
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BOB
Wait, now you want to be a chef? 

TINA
Yeah, I thought you’d be happy. 

BOB
I am happy.  But, also confused. 

TINA
What’s so confusing?  It’s a chance 
to win dinner for two prepared by 
Gorvin Shellington. 

BOB
That snooty gas-bag? 

Gene and Louise enter. 

GENE
Did somebody say gas-bag?  (FART)

LOUISE
Whoa, someone’s been eating too 
much Fart-In-Your-Pants Burger!

LINDA
Stop it you two, can’t you see 
they’re having a heart to heart?

GENE
You mean fart to fart?  (FART)

LOUISE
This guy’s on a roll. 

BOB
I just don’t see why you like him. 

TINA
What’s not to like?  He’s a 
Michigan Star Chef. 

BOB
That’s “Michelin” Star and he’s not 
a chef, he’s a shmuck.  

LINDA
Oh, your father’s just being testy 
‘cause he got rejected from 
Gorvin’s show back in the day.  
‘Course that was the adult version, 
so it was a lot more humiliating. 
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TINA
You wanted to be on his show, too? 

BOB
It was a dark time in my life. 

INT. GORVIN’S KITCHEN - FLASHBACK

Gorvin goes down the line, evaluating the DISHES OF HOPEFUL 
CHEFS.  The first plate has a PILE OF MUSH.  He tastes it.   

GORVIN
Tangy!  Superb mushing technique! 

He arrives at the next, which is just THREE BEANS on a plate. 

GORVIN (CONT’D)
Love the minimalist approach to the 
three-bean salad.  Well done! 

He eats a bean as he arrives at YOUNG BOB (who has fuller 
hair) at his station with a simple BURGER AND FRIES. 

GORVIN (CONT’D)
What is this?

BOB
The “fancy-plants” burger.  Comes 
with three kinds of lettuce. 

GORVIN
A burger?  You dare present the 
great Chef Shellington with a mere, 
plebeian burger?  Where’s the 
finesse?  Where’s the elevation? 

BOB
You should try it, it’s good. 

GORVIN
Try it!?  I will not sully my 
refined taste buds with this 
inadequate, inexcusable, peasant 
garbage!  Get this caveman fodder 
out of my sight!

He throws the burger on the ground.  Bob is mortified. 

BACK TO SCENE. 

GENE
He threw away perfectly good 
caveman fodder?  That monster!
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BOB
That man wouldn’t know good food if 
it invited him to dinner.  All he 
cares about are “experimental 
dishes”, “deconstructionst 
theories” and “rare spices”. 

LOUISE
Hold on, there are rare spices? 

GENE
And, here I am eating salt and 
pepper like a sucker. 

LINDA
Sure kids.  Like, saffron!  Oh, how 
I wish we could afford some of that 
top-shelf “oomf”. 

BOB
Come on Lin, saffron costs its 
weight in gold and you can barely 
taste it, anyway.  Fancy mumbo-
jumbo like that isn’t worth your 
time, just like this dumb contest. 

LOUISE
Gold you say?  Gene, huddle!

Louise and Gene run out. 

TINA
Please, Dad.  I really want this.  

LINDA
Oh, let her be in the contest, 
Bobby.  She could be on TV!  And 
then I could be on TV as one of 
those good-looking TV Moms. 

BOB
Alright, fine, but don’t get your 
hopes up.  The only way for that 
man to like your food is to make 
something no human would ever eat. 

He signs the waiver.  Tina hugs it. 

TINA
Thanks, Dad! You won’t regret this.  

BOB
I hate it when people say that. 
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INT. WAGSTAFF PUBLIC SCHOOL - CAFETERIA - THE NEXT DAY

The film crew has turned the CAFETERIA into a TV KITCHEN.  
Frond walks with Gorvin, marveling at the film equipment. 

MR. FROND
Oh my, this is really a lot. 

GORVIN
Don’t even recognize it anymore, do 
you, Frond-y?

MR. FROND
None of this is permanent, right? 

A GRIP uses a HAMMER to make a HOLE in the ceiling, inserts a 
STAGE LIGHT.  PLASTER DEBRIS rains down on Frond. 

GRIP 
This good for light C-26?

GORVIN
A little to the right, my friend!

He hammers another hole, more debris falls.  

MR. FROND
Oh dear...

INT. WAGSTAFF PUBLIC SCHOOL - CAFETERIA - LATER

Tina, Jimmy Junior, Zeke, Tammy, Jocelyn, and a few other PRE-
TEENS line up at KITCHEN STATIONS with LARGE WOODEN BOXES on 
them.  Gene and Louise watch from the STUDENT AUDIENCE.  
Gorvin crosses in front, SPOTLIGHT on him as cameras roll. 

GORVIN
Get ready students, this is your 
chance to enter the most 
prestigious cooking competition 
ever conceived, throughout the 
universe, ‘till the end of time.  
Underneath your “enigma boxes” you 
will find everything you need to 
construct a gourmet dish.  Your 
thirty minutes start...  Now! 

Lights up on everyone as they unveil their boxes.  Zeke 
squeezes JELL-O between his hands, shoots it all over Gorvin.   

ZEKE
Look, it squishes and squirts! 
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GORVIN
Not off to a good start, are we?  

Tina, uncertain, watches her competitors, frozen in fear.  

LOUISE
Look at Tina, she’s dying up there. 

GENE
I can’t watch.  It’ll spoil it for 
when I see it on TV. 

Gene runs out, Louise follows.  Tina looks at her station. 

BOB (V.O.)
The only way to impress that man is 
to make something no human would 
ever eat.

An idea forming, Tina throws her ingredients together. 

INT. WAGSTAFF PUBLIC SCHOOL - CAFETERIA KITCHEN - DAY

Gene and Louise sneak into the kitchen, ransack cabinets, 
throw FOOD and EQUIPMENT on the ground as Hildy enters. 

HILDY
What are you kids doing in here?

Gene jumps up, gets tangled in a roll of ALUMINUM FOIL. 

GENE
Damn, foiled again!

HILDY
If you’re looking for extra oatmeal-
raisin cookies, I already ate them. 

LOUISE
We’re on the hunt for something far 
more precious.  Hand over the rare 
spices, lady!  We want saffron!

HILDY
What do you think this is, the 
Grand Palace of the Saudi Royal 
Family?  The most exotic thing I 
got is this three-year old nutmeg. 

GENE
I’ll take it! 

He takes the BOTTLE from her hand, puffs it into his face. 
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GENE (CONT’D)
My eyes! 

INT. WAGSTAFF PUBLIC SCHOOL - LATER

The BIG CLOCK ticks to ZERO as the student audience cheers.  
Gorvin crosses to Zeke.  

GORVIN
And, that’s time!  Let’s see what 
you’ve made, young man.  

Zeke holds up a DISGUSTING PILE OF UNCOOKED FOOD. 

ZEKE
It’s goulash!  Just like Gramma 
makes for Sunday Night Snack Fest. 

GORVIN
Well, that certainly looks like the 
most revolting pile of refuse this 
side of the city dump. 

ZEKE
Here, try some, Chef Shellington!

He tries to feed Gorvin, he backs off. 

GORVIN
No, I think not.  They say food 
should be a feast for the eyes, and 
yours just gave them indigestion. 

Next is JOCELYN who has a bowl of soupy batter. 

JOCELYN
My cake didn’t rise!

GORVIN
Oh dear.  Is it possible you forgot 
the bicarbonate of soda? 

JOCELYN
You don’t put soda in cake!

GORVIN
And, moving on. 

Jimmy Junior has a PIZZA. 

JIMMY JUNIOR
Try my pizza, Gorvin!  It’s garlic-
pesto, my Dad’s speciality. 
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GORVIN
Oh, how average.  Next! 

JIMMY JUNIOR
What?  But, you didn’t even-

GORVIN
My boy, if I had planned on eating 
something as painfully pedestrian 
as “Peet’s Ah” I’d have stopped off 
at the local surgeon this morning 
to have my taste-buds numbed. 

He moves past heart-broken Jimmy Junior to Tammy’s EIFEL 
TOWER OF CARROT STICKS. 

TAMMY
Behold, the “VEGG-EIFEL” TOWER! 

GORVIN
Finally, something creative!  

He takes a stick from the bottom, the whole thing collapses. 

TAMMY
No, my food-art!

ZEKE
Jenga!

GORVIN
Oh my.  Well, don’t worry, we can 
edit around that part.

He nods to the CAMERAMAN, eats the carrot, as he arrives at 
Tina’s station, who has a pan filled with random ingredients. 

GORVIN (CONT’D)
And, what have we here? 

TINA
I call it, Tina surprise! 

GORVIN
Is the surprise how awful it is? 

(takes a bite)
Actually, this is a surprise!  I 
must say, it’s the most unique dish 
I’ve had since Prince Boofant’s 
dijon “malfooky” at the Arc Du 
Triomphe.  Well played! 

Gene and Louise are back in the crowd.  Gene is covered in 
nutmeg and everyone avoids him. 

David Halle - BOB'S BURGERS - "Gourmet Tina"    12.



LOUISE
I think Tina just got lucky with 
that random mosh-pit. 

GENE
Yeah, I wouldn’t even try that.  
And I’ve eaten my own toe cheese. 

LOUISE
How was it?

GENE
Better with crackers. 

Gorvin crosses back to the center. 

GORVIN
Well, it’s a close call, but since 
there were only two dishes I could 
actually stand to try, the winners 
are Tammy and Tina!

TAMMY
Alright!  Go Tammy, go Tammy! 

JIMMY JUNIOR
Oh man, I really wanted to go to 
Gorvin’s restaurant. 

TINA
Don’t worry Jimmy, when I win, I’ll 
take you.  Like a date. 

JIMMY JUNIOR
Oh really?  Thanks Tina. 

ZEKE
Of course, you realize now if you 
don’t win his heart will be crushed 
and he’ll never talk to you again. 

JIMMY JUNIOR
Zeke!

ZEKE
Admit it, you have a weak heart. 

JIMMY JUNIOR
(crying)

It’s true, I do!

Tina gulps. 

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. CHEF-ILLIONAIRE STUDIO - HALLWAYS - DAY

Bob, Linda, Louise, and Gene walk Tina through a BUSTLING 
HALLWAY full of FILM WORKERS swarming about their business. 

LINDA
Wow, look at all this stuff.  My 
Teeny Tina’s going to be famous! 

BOB
Just don’t let it go to your head.  

TINA
I won’t, Dad.  Geeze. 

Gorvin trots over to them. 

GORVIN
Tina!  There’s my “Cooking Beauty”. 

LOUISE
Yo, where’s the rare spices? 

TINA
Louise, don’t talk to the Chef that 
way. 

GENE
But, we are on a greater quest than 
Francisco Magellan!  Wait, how do I 
know that?  Damn, school! 

GORVIN
Adorable.  This must be your 
family.  Pleasure to meet you. 

BOB
Actually, we’ve met once before. 

GORVIN
Oh?

BOB
You called me a tasteless, no-
talent bumpkin, remember? 

TINA
Dad!
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GORVIN
Yes, well let us hope talent isn’t 
hereditary, then.  Come, Tina. 

Gorvin leads Tina away from fuming Bob. 

INT. CHEF-ILLIONAIRE STUDIO - LATER

Tina joins the other CONTESTANTS in the center of the large 
SOUND STAGE, between long COOKING TABLES facing a RAISED 
PLATFORM, where Gorvin stands.  Cameras move in and RECORD. 

GORVIN
Welcome to season twenty-three of 
“Who Wants to Be a Chef-
illionaire”!  Every day we will 
eliminate a contestant until one of 
you is crowned America’s next 
“Wonder Chef, Junior!” 

Tina and Tammy elbow each other to be at the front.  Their 
fellow contestants are ORDINARY KIDS from other schools. 

TINA
Wow, look at all this competition.  

TAMMY
The only competition you should 
worry about is me, Tina.  

TINA
Let’s let our food do the sass-
fighting, Tammy. 

TAMMY
I’ll sass-fight you anytime, 
anywhere. 

GORVIN
Now, who wants to guess today’s 
secret ingredient?  It’s the most 
commonly eaten grain in the world!

STUDENT 1
Barley?

STUDENT 2
Wood grain? 

GORVIN
That’s right, it’s-

A SHOWER OF RICE falls on the contestants. 
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GORVIN (CONT’D)
Rice!

Everyone delights in the shower, but Tina. 

TINA
This seems pretty wasteful...

INT. CHEF-ILLIONAIRE STUDIO - HALLWAYS - SAME

Gene and Louise find a SECURITY GUARD by an IMPRESSIVE DOOR. 

GENE
What’s in there?  The land of lost 
lunches? 

SECURITY GUARD
Beat it, kids.  This is Chef 
Shellington’s private reserve.  

LOUISE
I knew he had a secret spice stash! 

GENE
You can’t hog all the spice for 
yourself.  You’re not a spice girl! 

Bob turns the corner, approaches his kids, grabs them. 

BOB
There you two are.  Come on, we’re 
leaving.  They don’t let family 
watch ‘till the finale. 

LOUISE
But we must find precious saffron!

GENE
This is the saga of the ages! 

SECURITY GUARD
Those are some special kids you 
got, there. 

BOB
Tell me about it. 

Bob drags them off. 

INT. CHEF-ILLIONAIRE STUDIO - LATER

Gorvin tastes Tammy’s dish, which is a SHIRT MADE OF RICE.  
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TAMMY
It’s food you can wear.  Hip, huh?

GORVIN
I must say you have good “taste”. 

TAMMY
Oh, stop.  (GIGGLES)

GORVIN
And you, Tina?

TINA
I made rice porridge. 

Gorvin tastes her PORRIDGE. 

GORVIN
This is just water and rice. 

TINA
Yeah, it’s...  Porridge.

GORVIN
Hmm, you’re quite lucky you weren’t 
the worst today, Tina. 

He points to a SMALL KID with a BOWL OF DIRTY, DUSTY RICE. 

SMALL KID
I thought we were supposed to use 
the rice from the floor!

GORVIN
Better step up your game, or you’ll 
be out of this contest faster than 
a cobbler in a pie parade! 

INT. BOB’S BURGERS - KITCHEN - NIGHT

Tina tears through the kitchen, throwing FOOD AND EQUIPMENT 
on the floor.  Bob enters and is shocked by the mess. 

BOB
Tina?  What are you doing!?

TINA
Trying to find bourgeois 
ingredients in your plebeian 
kitchen.
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BOB
Oh God, he got to you, didn’t he? 
There’s nothing wrong with cooking 
a good, simple meal! 

TINA
Yes there is!  How can I ever 
impress Gorvin if I can’t practice 
with “Grade-A” nutriments? 

BOB
Tina, if you want to learn to cook, 
I’m happy to teach you. 

TINA
I already know how to make burgers.  
Gorvin’s teaching me to be gourmet!  

BOB
Burgers can be gourmet!

TINA
Haven’t you learned anything?  
Maybe when I have my own fancy 
restaurant, someday, you can come 
see how premium food is supposed to 
be! 

BOB
But, I was hoping you’d run this 
restaurant! 

Tina runs off.  Bob picks a PATTY off the floor, talks to it.  

BOB (CONT’D)
(SIGH)  You’re a premium 
ingredient, right?

(burger voice)
Oh yes!  Eat me, eat me!

(normal voice)
Well, I have to cook you first.

(burger voice)
Then, cook me! 

(normal voice)
It’s kinda late, maybe tomorrow. 

(burger voice)
Okay. 

Louise and Gene watch from around the corner. 

LOUISE
Yep, we’ve lost him.  

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

INT. WAGSTAFF PUBLIC SCHOOL - CAFETERIA - DAY

The cafeteria is back to normal, save for HOLES IN THE WALLS 
AND CEILING patched with duct-tape that Mr. Frond inspects on 
a ladder with a CONSTRUCTION WORKER, looking very concerned. 

Tina sits with Jimmy Junior, Zeke, Tammy, and Jocelyn. 

TAMMY
Get lost, Tina.  There’s only room 
for one Wonder Chef, here. 

TINA
What do you think, Jimmy Junior?  
I’m the chef who’s gonna take you 
to Gorvin’s restaurant when I win. 

TAMMY
Don’t get your hopes up.  With 
Tina’s flavor pallet, she couldn’t 
tell a crepe from a carp.  Ha!   

Tammy is about to eat her CAFETERIA FOOD when Tina gets an 
idea.  She slaps it out of her hand, onto the ground. 

TINA
How can you say that when you’re 
eating this garbage?

TAMMY
Hey, that’s my lunch, Tina!

TINA
Exactly.  Real food should have 
finesse, poise, and--  Montepelier. 

ZEKE
Isn’t that the capital of Vermont? 

TINA
No Zeke, its a foodie term.  I 
wouldn’t expect you to understand 
with your trailer trash lunch. 

ZEKE
Hey, my mom made this.  Though, she 
does live in a trailer.

JIMMY JUNIOR
Tina, you’re being kind of rude. 
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TINA
I’m just trying to save you from 
yourselves.  I won’t have my future 
date sully his tongue with anything 
less than the best.  Here, have 
this foie gras I made from canned 
liver and spinach.  It’s a meal 
only a true gourmet can appreciate. 

She pushes Jimmy Junior’s food away, takes TUPPERWEAR from 
her backpack, opens it to reveal a GREEN PASTE. 

JIMMY JUNIOR
This looks really gross. 

TINA
It’s refined!  Now eat it.  Eat it!

JIMMY JUNIOR
I don’t want to...

Tina force-feeds Jimmy Junior as he cries.  Everyone backs 
away, afraid they’ll be next. 

MUSICAL MONTAGE: 

-Tina walks down the halls in her chef outfit, nose-raised.  
She SNORTS at STUDENTS EATING CANDY-BARS, who hide them 
behind their backs, embarrassed. 

-Linda shops for DRESSES and admires herself in a MIRROR. 

-Tina and Tammy go head to head in more Chef-illionaire 
episodes.  Tina’s dishes get progressively more abstract. 

-Students cower in fear as Tina patrols the cafeteria in her 
Chef-illionaire apron, smacking away “inadequate” food.  

-Gene and Louise ride a GROCERY CART through a GROCERY STORE 
(a la “JACKASS”), scooping SPICES into it. 

-Bob cooks burgers in his kitchen and makes eyes with Tina as 
she passes.  She shakes her head and walks off in a huff. 

INT. CHEF-ILLIONAIRE STUDIO - DAY

Tammy, Tina, and Bryce stand at the front of the stage. 

GORVIN
You are the flimsiest connector.  
Au Revoir!  
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Gorvin holds up Bryce’s plate of TINY GREEN SPECKS and BLOWS 
THEM into the trash. 

BRYCE
But, I thought you’d love 
Microgreens.  I made them extra 
micro!  

GORVIN
It’s your effort that was too 
“micro”, it would seem.  Now 
please, remove your apron, and take 
the walk of shame. 

Bryce surrenders his apron, walks off to DEGRADING MUSIC. 

GORVIN (CONT’D)
That means you two are in the 
finale!  Who’d have guessed we’d 
have students from the same school?

TAMMY
Yeah, who’d have guessed? 

GORVIN
Tomorrow you may present anything 
you like, just make sure it’s the 
dish of your lives! 

INT. APARTMENT - BOB AND LINDA’S ROOM - NIGHT

Bob is in bed while Linda sifts through her closet.   

BOB
I really don’t like the new Tina. 

LINDA
What do you mean?  I think it’s 
great she’s taking an interest in 
cooking.  Plus, now we get to be in 
the finale!  What do you think-

Linda holds up TWO DRESSES. 

LINDA (CONT’D)
Which one has more TV flare?  
“Vertical lines”, or “the cleavage-
pumper”?  Boom!

BOB
I wanted her to be interested in 
our cooking, Lin.  I never imagined 
she’d become a spoiled foodie. 
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LINDA
Yeah, you’re right.  Vertical lines 
always look best on screen. 

She puts the dresses back, gets in bed by Bob. 

LINDA (CONT’D)
Hey, at least it’ll be over 
tomorrow and she’ll be back to her 
disinterested, indecisive self. 

BOB
Yeah, that’s what I want, alright. 

TINA (O.S.)
(SOBBING)

BOB
Do you hear that?  

INT. APARTMENT - TINA’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Tina, in her TV APRON, cries at her desk, surrounded by 
INGREDIENTS and CRUMPLED UP RECIPES like an author with 
writer’s block.  Bob and Linda creep in. 

BOB
Tina, are you alright?

TINA 
You were right, dad!  I’m no chef.  
I can’t even think of anything good 
for the finale!

Gene and Louise barge in. 

LOUISE
This is all our fault.  Sorry we 
couldn’t get the goods, Tina. 

GENE
Turns out saffron’s harder to find 
than a not-awful boy band song.  

BOB
Tina, this contest isn’t the end of 
the world. 
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TINA
Yes, it is!  I made such a big deal 
about having a refined pallet that 
now everyone expects something 
great from me.  How am I ever going 
to beat Tammy, tomorrow? 

BOB
Don’t worry about beating Tammy. 
Just try to make something good, 
instead of Gorvin’s fru-fru 
nonsense. 

TINA
You don’t understand.  You’re just 
a cook, but I want to be a chef!

BOB
You know what, I tried being 
supportive, but that’s it.  You 
need to change your attitude, Tina, 
cause now you’ve officially driven 
away everyone who’s tried to help 
you. 

Bob storms out. 

LOUISE
Father of the year, ladies and 
gentlemen. 

LINDA
Don’t worry Tina, he’ll come 
around.  Just remember to smile for 
the camera!

TINA
(GROANS)

Tina’s head falls onto the desk. 

LINDA
Smiles....

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

INT. BOB’S BURGERS - THE NEXT DAY

Bob is behind the counter as Teddy and Mort eat burgers.  
Linda enters, dressed way-over the top, in wobbly heels.  

LINDA
Come on, Bob, it’s time for Tina’s 
big finale!  And my close-up!

BOB
Forget it, Lin.  I’m not going. 

TEDDY
Come on Bobby, how often to you get 
to see your own daughter be on TV, 
and in a cooking contest, no less?  

MORT
Yeah, I thought you’d be thrilled. 

BOB 
She’s no daughter of mine!  She’s 
become a stuffy arrogant tool, just 
like that Gorvin Shellington. 

TEDDY
Oh, Gorvin Shellington.  I’d love 
to eat a burger from that guy. 

BOB
Well you can’t, cause he doesn’t 
believe in burgers.  He thinks 
they’re only fit for peasants. 

TEDDY
Oh no!  Does that make me a 
peasant? 

MORT
I’ve always thought of myself as at 
least an arch duke. 

TEDDY
Yeah, and I could be a clergyman. 

LINDA
No Teddy. 

TEDDY
Not even-
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LINDA
No. 

MORT
It shouldn’t matter what she’s 
cooking.  A girl needs her father. 

TEDDY
You’ve got to support her, Bob.  
Don’t want her to end up working 
the pole. 

BOB
What!?

TEDDY
You know, the sounding pole on a 
river boat.  It’s a demeaning job, 
Bob. 

BOB
Fine, I’ll go!  But, I won’t be 
happy about it. 

MORT
Alright, good for you, Bob!

BOB
Which means I have to kick you two 
out, so we can close. 

TEDDY
No, don’t kick my peasant bones!   

INT. CHEF-ILLIONAIRE STUDIO - DAY

Tammy and Tina stand face to face at two cooking stations 
with Gorvin between them.  They growl at each other. 

GORVIN
Alright, lets have a good, clean 
cook-off.  Detroit rules. 

TAMMY
Get ready to be beat, Tina! 

TINA
I’ll make you eat those words. 

TAMMY
You can’t, cause my mouth will 
already be full with my delicious 
food. 
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TINA
Oh yeah...  Then, I’ll wait for you 
to finish, then you’ll eat your 
words for dessert! 

GORVIN
Save it for the stove, ladies.  
Now, what have you chosen for your 
final dish, the dish that will 
define you as chefs and as human 
beings? 

TAMMY
I’m making angel food cake coated 
in edible gold! 

GORVIN
Sounds magnificent!  And you, Tina? 

TINA
I’m making upside down beef 
wellington casserole flambeau with 
a sprig of macadamia flourish. 

GORVIN
Right out of my own recipe book!  
But, let’s see if you can pull it 
off.  Your sixty minutes start, 
now! 

Tina looks to the CHEERING AUDIENCE to see Gene, Louise, and 
Linda enter, followed by Bob.  Tina smiles, waves to them.  
They wave back, but Bob crosses his arms, turns his head.  
Tina’s face falls.  She looks at her station. 

GORVIN (V.O.) (CONT’D)
Define you as chefs and as human 
beings....

TINA
(GROANS)

INT. CHEF-ILLIONAIRE STUDIO - HALLWAYS - DAY

Gene and Louise sneak through the back halls, carrying TINA’S 
RICE PORRIDGE in a GLASS BOWL between them.  

LOUISE
This is our chance, Gene.  Once we 
break into Gorvin’s stash, those 
spices will be ours for the taking. 
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GENE
And maybe we can get some chocolate 
lollypops, too. 

LOUISE
Yeah, maybe?  Who knows what he’s 
got in there!  I’m just glad nobody 
ate Tina’s rice pudding.  It’s the 
perfect weapon. 

They arrive at the security guard. 

SECURITY GUARD
You again?  Beat it! 

LOUISE
Eat gourmet cooking, you lout!

They hurl the porridge into the guards face. 

SECURITY GUARD
Ah!  The stench of excellence! 

Louise grabs his keys, unlocks the door.  They enter: 

INT. GORVIN’S SECRET PANTRY - SAME

Gene and Louise face a huge warehouse of gourmet ingredients. 

LOUISE
Wow.

GENE
It is a lost city. 

They see a BOTTLE OF SAFFRON high on a PEDESTAL at the end. 

LOUISE
There it is.  Saffron!

They race towards it as the guard emerges behind them. 

SECURITY GUARD
Get back here, you brats! 

Louise grabs it off the podium as Gene knocks over SHELVES to 
block the guard’s path, splattering him with FOOD. 

LOUISE
Yes!

The falling shelves reveal a GIANT MEATBALL that chases them 
a la “RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARC”. 
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LOUISE (CONT’D)
Mama Mia! 

SECURITY GUARD
You damn kids.  You’ve ruined 
Gorvin’s plan to make the world’s 
largest meatball!  

GENE
Meats!  Why’d it have to be meats!? 

INT. CHEF-ILLIONAIRE STUDIO - DAY

Tina and Tammy sweat as they cook.  Tammy is condensing, 
fogging, blow-torching, and doing every extravagant gourmet 
thing there is.  Tina’s station is a mess, as she refuses to 
commit and is doubting herself. 

TAMMY
Ooh-yeah.  That’s right! 

TINA
(GROANS)

Jocelyn, Zeke, and Jimmy Junior cheer from the audience. 

JOCELYN
Go Tammy!

JIMMY JUNIOR
No, go Tina!

Louise and Gene run up to Tina, throw her the Saffron. 

LOUISE
We got the spices, Tina!

GENE
Put a dash of that in your meal and 
the Queen herself would weep with 
pleasure. 

GORVIN
Hey, no outside help!  Get away 
from her!

The half-blinded, food-covered, security guard lumbers over.  
Louise and Gene scream, take off.  He chases them around the 
studio.  Tina holds the bottle, looks down at her station. 

BOB (V.O.)
There’s nothing wrong with cooking 
a good, simple meal. 
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TINA
You’re right, Dad. 

Tina drops the bottle on the ground, pulls out a SPATULA.  

LINDA
What is she doing? 

BOB
Oh my God, she’s grilling.  She’s 
grilling!

INT. CHEF-ILLIONAIRE STUDIO - LATER

Tammy and Tina present their dishes.  First, Gorvin tastes 
Tammy’s towering GOLD-PLATED CAKE. 

GORVIN
My, this is pure regality! 

TAMMY
Fit for a king, Sir.

GORVIN
The gold flavor is a little 
overwhelming, though. 

TAMMY
Too much gold?  Is that a thing? 

GORVIN
And let’s see yours, Tina. 

(shocked)
What is that?

Tina has a simple burger and fries. 

TINA
I call it the “Catch-Up” burger.  
Comes with ketchup. 

Bob hugs Linda, jumps out of his seat, cheering.  The rest of 
the audience stares at Bob, confused and embarrassed for him.   

BOB
Yes!  YES!

GORVIN
A burger?  Tina, I’m shocked.  I 
thought you had the spirit of a 
great chef.
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TINA
I do.  This is a meal I learned 
from my Dad.   

GORVIN
Well, I’m certainly not putting 
that atrocity in my mouth. 

The audience boos.  A PRODUCER mimes eating to Gorvin. 

GORVIN (CONT’D)
No.  No, I couldn’t possibly- 

The audience chants “EAT IT, EAT IT”. 

GORVIN (CONT’D)
Never.  My mouth is a temple, and I 
will not disgrace its sanctity with 
this disgraceful, excretory,-- 

Louise and Gene run through, zip around Gordon’s legs. 

LOUISE
Coming through!

The security guard runs into Gorvin, knocks him over.  He 
falls in slow-motion, right into the burger. 

GORVIN 
(slow-motion)

Noooo!

He lands face-first in the burger.  The audience gasps and 
falls silent as he picks himself up.  He chews, swallows.  
ZOOM INTO HIS EYE:

EXT. FRENCH COUNTRYSIDE - DAY - FLASHBACK

In an overt nod to “RATATOUILLE”, YOUNG GORVIN skins his knee 
playing outside.  His MOTHER sits him down, gives him a 
BURGER AND FRIES.  He takes a bite, feels better. 

BACK TO SCENE. 

Gorvin tears up. 

GORVIN
It’s...  Amazing. 

He devours the entire thing.  Everyone cheers.  

TAMMY
What!?
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BOB
That’s my girl! 

GORVIN
Thank you, Tina.  I’d almost 
forgotten that I wasn’t always the 
king of the kitchen, and that there 
is great pleasure to be found in 
simple commoner food. 

TINA
So, do I win?

GORVIN 
(laughing)

What?  Oh, no no no.  This is still 
a gourmet contest, after all.  

Gorvin holds up Tammy’s arm. 

GORVIN (CONT’D)
The winner is Tammy!

The audience applauds as Tammy beams.  The security guard 
holds up Louise and Gene, having finally caught them. 

SECURITY GUARD
What should I do with these two?  

GENE
Throw us in the choco-pit. 

LOUISE
Yeah, we deserve it! 

INT. APARTMENT - STAIRS - NIGHT

Bob walks Tina down the stairs. 

BOB
I’m very proud of you, Tina. 

TINA
But, I lost. 

BOB
No, you chose to be the chef you 
really are.  And, that makes you a 
winner. 

David Halle - BOB'S BURGERS - "Gourmet Tina"    31.



EXT. BOB’S BURGERS - NIGHT

They exit the apartment, walk to the restaurant door. 

BOB
But, I know how much you wanted 
that romantic dinner, so we have a 
surprise for you. 

INT. BOB’S BURGERS - DINING ROOM - NIGHT

Gene and Linda are dressed like FANCY WAITERS, while LOUISE, 
dressed as a HOSTESS, greets them at a PODIUM.  

LOUISE 
Your table is ready, Madam. 

TINA
Ooh.  Fancy. 

They walk to the back booth, which is covered in a WHITE 
TABLE CLOTH.  Jimmy Junior, in a suit, stands, greets her. 

JIMMY JUNIOR
Good evening, my lady. 

TINA
Jimmy Junior!?  You came here for 
me? 

JIMMY JUNIOR
That and the free food. 

Bob elbows him. 

JIMMY JUNIOR (CONT’D)
Ow!  I mean, yes, mostly for you. 

Gene plays MOOD MUSIC on his keyboard, Louise sings a POOR 
APPROXIMATION of ITALIAN OPERA. 

LOUISE
(BAD SINGING)

TINA
Wow, I can’t believe you’d do all 
this, and after I was so mean to 
you all, too.  Sorry for being such 
a snob. 

BOB
It’s okay, Tina.  I could’ve acted 
better, as well.
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LINDA
Aw...  You’ll always be a Chef-
illionaire to us! 

LOUISE
Even if you did deny us the chance 
to taste heavenly saffron. 

LINDA
You kids know that’s made from 
dried-up flower ding-a-lings, 
right? 

GENE/LOUISE
What!?  

Bob whips out a NOTE-PAD. 

BOB
So, what can I get you? 

TINA
I’ll have the burger of the day. 

Bob smiles. 

JIMMY JUNIOR
And I’ll have chicken cordon bleu? 

BOB
We don’t have that.

SLOW PULL OUT TO EXTERIOR. 

JIMMY JUNIOR
Escargot? 

BOB
Um, no. 

JIMMY JUNIOR
Cornish game hen? 

BOB
Sorry. 

JIMMY JUNIOR
How about-

BOB
We serve burgers here! 

END OF ACT FOUR

David Halle - BOB'S BURGERS - "Gourmet Tina"    33.



TAG

INT. GORVIN’S RESTAURANT - NIGHT

Tammy and Jocelyn sit at a private table, excited.  Gorvin 
brings them a COVERED PLATTER, reveals a PILE OF GROSS MUSH.  
They poke it, disgusted.  He leans over them, expectantly.  
They cry as they are forced to eat it. 

END OF SHOW
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